
he attorneys in our Business and Corporate practice group recognize

the importance of reviewing the strategic goals of each individual client

before providing specific services. Using a team approach, and corporate

attorneys call upon experts in a full range of practice areas to ensure that

the particular needs of our clients are efficiently met. 

We act as special and general counsel to businesses ranging in size from

large publicly held corporations to small, closely-owned businesses. As

strategic business advisors, we assist our clients in anticipating legal prob-

lems and risks, and seek to minimize uneccessary costs and interference

with the conduct of business.

T

CAPABILITIES 

• Acquisitions

• Business Entity 
& Ownership Structures

• Capitalization 

• Contracts, Leasing 
& Licensing Agreements  

• Corporate Governance  

• Corporate Transactions

• Economic Development Programs 

• Employee Benefits 
& Executive Compensation 

• Financing 

• Insurance & Risk Management 

• Labor & Employment

• Mergers 

• Patents & Trademarks

• Permit Proceedings 

• Private Party 
& Agency Enforcement 

• Property Transfers

• Real Estate  

• Regulatory Compliance

• Securities

• Succession Planning   

• Tax

As an executive of a corporation, president of a private compa-
ny or director of a not for profit organization, the need for legal
advice involves all aspects of your business operations. Through
the stages of business formation and expansion to acquisition
and divestiture, the attorneys in our business and corporate
group draw upon years of experience to provide comprehensive
counsel to businesses in a wide range of industries.
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GEORGE F. BELLOWS gbellows@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3806

PARTNER
George F. Bellows concentrates his practice in general corporate and business matters with a special emphasis
on financing transactions.  He routinely represents both business clients and lenders in international financing
transactions,  including syndicated loan transactions and transactions involving special issues with collateral and

opinion letters with respect to New York law.  He holds an AB from Hamilton College, an MBA from Syracuse University
and a JD from the University at Buffalo School of Law.

KRISTEN M. BIRMINGHAM kbirmingham@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3894

PARTNER
Ms. Birmingham concentrates her practice in the representation of public and private companies in connection
with securities offerings, mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance, securities regulation and general cor-
porate matters. She holds a BA, cum laude, from Franklin & Marshall College and a JD, cum laude, from

Syracuse University.

MICHAEL C. DONLON mdonlon@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3881

PARTNER
Mr. Donlon represents public and private companies in connection with securities offerings, mergers and 
acquisitions, corporate governance, securities regulation and general corporate matters. Mr. Donlon also pro-
vides legal counsel to health care providers and employers on health law and privacy/confidentiality issues. He

holds a BBA, summa cum laude, from St. Bonaventure University and a JD, magna cum laude, from the State University of
New York at Buffalo School of Law.

NICHOLAS J. HOFFMAN nhoffman@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3948

ASSOCIATE
Nicholas J. Hoffman concentrates his practice on general corporate matters, corporate financing, contract draft-
ing and mergers and acquisitions.  Prior to joining Jaeckle Fleischmann, Mr. Hoffman served as a Corporal in
the United States Marine Corps.   He earned his BA, cum laude, from the State University of New York at

Geneseo, and his JD from the State University of New York at Buffalo School of Law.
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PETER G. KLEIN pklein@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3857

PARTNER
Peter G. Klein is Administrator of the Firm’s Business and Corporate practice group. Mr. Klein's practice involves a
wide variety of business transactions including acquisitions, divestitures and restructuring of businesses, financing
transactions, complex contract and business enterprise matters, export regulation and health care issues. He holds a

BA, magna cum laude, from the State University of New York at Buffalo and a JD, cum laude, from the 
Albany Law School of Union University.

KAYLA E. KLOS kklos@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3858

SPECIAL COUNSEL
Ms. Klos focuses her practice on securities law regulation and compliance as well as mergers and acquisitions. 
She represents both public and private business corporations with regard to corporate governance and general corpo-
rate law. Ms. Klos holds a BS from Cornell University, School of Industrial and Labor Relations and a JD, cum laude,

from Albany Law School of Union University.

JOSEPH P. KUBAREK jkubarek@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3862

PARTNER
Mr. Kubarek concentrates his practice in securities, corporate finance, mergers and acquisitions and corporate 
governance. He has significant experience in providing advice and guidance to corporate boards and board committees 
on corporate governance matters, including board and committee structure, duties and best practices, disclosure prac-

tices and compliance with legal requirements.  Mr. Kubarek holds a BA, cum laude with high distinction, from the University 
of Rochester and a JD from Northwestern University School of Law.

JESSICA E. LANKFORD jlankford@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3883

PARTNER
Ms. Lankford concentrates her practice on general corporate, corporate governance and corporate financing matters.
Ms. Lankford also provides legal counsel to various regulated entities including insurance companies regarding compli-
ance with applicable regulations. She holds a BA, summa cum laude, from Wittenberg University and a JD, magna cum

laude, from Syracuse University.

TIM C. LOFTIS tloftis@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3865

PARTNER
Tim C. Loftis concentrates his practice in business and corporate law.  He has extensive experience in handling 
business and corporate matters, with an emphasis on transactional work including domestic and international mergers
and acquisitions, and commercial finance work, representing both lenders and borrowers in complex financing transac-

tions.  Mr. Loftis holds a BA from the State University of New York at Buffalo and a JD from Georgetown University Law Center.

LAWRENCE M. MECKLER lmeckler@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3836

OF COUNSEL

Larry Meckler joins Jaeckle Fleischmann after a 34-year career with the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority.
The longest-serving Executive Director in the Authority's history, he provided all strategic and operational leadership

for the Authority, overseeing a budget of $171.5 million and 1,500 employees.   Larry has served on the board of directors for
many development organizations, including the Erie County Industrial Development Agency, the Buffalo Urban Development
Corporation as well as the Buffalo and Fort Erie Peace Bridge Authority, where he served as Board Chair.    He earned his B.A.,
cum laude, from Herman H. Lehman College and his J.D. from the State University of New York at Buffalo.
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This description of the Jaeckle Business &
Corporate practice group was prepared by the
Corporate attorneys at Jaeckle Fleischmann &
Mugel, LLP and is intended for general infor-
mation purposes only and should not be con-
sidered legal advice.  You are urged to contact
an attorney concerning any specific questions
you have relating to your own situation. Prior
results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

THOMAS A. PALMER tpalmer@jaeckle.com; 716.250.1805 

PARTNER
Thomas A. Palmer has been engaged in general corporate, merger and acqui-

sition, financing and tax practice for more than 26 years.  He represents a
leading real estate developer and construction contractor, lenders and borrow-

ers in commercial financing transactions, an business clients involved in manufacturing,
health care, insurance, wholesale distribution, retail sales, real estate, and building and
contracting. Mr. Palmer was Managing Partner of the Firm from 1986 to 2003. Mr.
Palmer holds a BS in Accounting from Canisius College and an MBA and a JD from the
State University of New York at Buffalo. Before joining the Firm, he worked as a
Certified Public Accountant for a national public accounting firm.  Mr. Palmer is a mem-
ber of the advisory board of the University at Buffalo Center for Entrepreneurial
Leadership, serving as Chairman for 2002-2003. He was appointed a Senior Fellow of
Entrepreneurship by the UB School of Management in 2003. He currently serves as a
director for four additional community organizations and a regional bank.

WILLIAM I. SCHAPIRO wschapiro@jaeckle.com; 716.843.3896

SENIOR COUNSEL
Mr. Schapiro concentrates his practice in areas of securities and corporate law,
mergers and acquisitions, venture capital and real estate and other investment
companies. He serves as counsel to numerous publicly- and privately-owned

business corporations located in Western New York and in other parts of the United
States. Mr. Schapiro holds a BS, with high distinction, from Wesleyan University and a JD
from Harvard University.
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